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VVSGs work on the SDGs

Visit from the Latvian Association of 
Local and Regional Governments

30/11/2023 



• Introducción3

Flemish Cities and Municipalities

Belgium

Regional governments: Flanders, Wallonia, Brussels Capital
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Flemish Cities and Municipalities

Belgium 300 local governments
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Dia met enkel tekst
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VVSG MEMBERS
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Start: SDG pilot group

- start 2016
- international department as entry 
point
- inspire each other
- create tools
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Awareness raising
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18-25 sept
SDG flag at city halls + celebration 
of local sustainable heroes

Sustainable Municipality Week
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Policy making

Build onto existing processes!
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Capitalizing on context and opportunities

- Belgian VNR 2023 => VSR 2023
- EU presidency 2024
- local elections 2024 
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Lessons learned as assocation

- move forward according to needs
- mix of individual and group approach
- offer concrete tools
- internal connection
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challenges

- SDG integration = ?
- international dimension
- keep overview
- exchange 
- Does working with the SDGs really lead to
more sustainable policy choices? 
- reach politicians (tips?)
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Connecting with other associations

- ANCB, RALGA, SALGA, AME
(f.ex. SDG partnerships)

- share lessons learned

SDG partnerships
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Dilsen-Stokkem
SDG chat box for events, civic 
engagement initiatives and global 
citizenship education in schools

Good practices: external awareness
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Gent
SDG challenges between cities

Good practices: external awareness
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Zwalm
SDG bath for newborns and their 
families

Good practices: external awareness
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Bornem
Wishes for a sustainable city in 
2030, together with twin partner

Good practices: external awareness
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Herne
City councillors as SDG 
ambassadors

Good practices: internal awareness
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Evergem
SDG in the spotlight

Good practices: internal awareness
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Harelbeke
Kick off SGDs in multi-annual 
policy plan

Good practices: internal awareness
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Malle
SDGs in grant regulations of the 
communal youth department

Good practices: SDGs as a frame for local policies
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Hoogstraten
SDGs as a frame for the city’s 
context analysis

Good practices: SDGs as a frame for local policies
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Gent
Annual reporting on local 
sustainable initiatives and 
partnerships based on the SDGs

Good practices: SDGs as a frame for local policies
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Edegem
Submitting local project on urban 
farming to VVSGs SDG check

Good practices: SDGs as a frame for local policies
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Harelbeke
Local SDG indicators

Good practices: SDGs as a frame for local policies
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https://www.vvsg.be/internationaal/sdgs

SDG website VVSG
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Thanks! 


